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FROM  THE  OFFICE  
 
I would like to thank Mrs. McDonald for being part of our wonderful team, as she worked with many students on a daily 
basis.  Your understanding and kindness was appreciated by the many that you were in contact with day to day.  We would 
like to welcome Jennifer Johns who will be joining our team on January 8, 2018.  
On behalf of the St. Dominic Catholic SS Faculty, we would like to wish you and your family a very Blessed Christmas and 
Happy Holidays and  a welcomed  2018.  
 
CHAPLAINCY  NEWS 
 
“Always  in  a  Hurry  -  Prepare Ye the Way” 
 
Haste is our enemy.  It puts us under stress, raises our blood pressure, makes us impatient, renders us 
more vulnerable to accidents and, most seriously of all, blinds us to the needs of others. Haste is 
normally not a virtue, irrespective of the goodness of the thing towards which we are hurrying. This 
Advent season and this upcoming Christmas season, please take the time to slow down and connect 
with each other. 
 
We must take care to prepare our hearts as well as our homes.  Slow down, quiet your mind and 
turn your heart toward God. 
 
It’s been called the worst humanitarian disaster in all of Asia’s history.  1.2 million Rohingya 
people are displaced in Myanmar and Bangladesh and in need of food and water.  On Thursday 
November 24, 2017, St. Dominic came together for our Third Annual Cake Auction.  It was 
phenomenal and the 15 cakes made by staff and students were incredible.  The spirit was palpable 
and we raised $665.00 for Development and Peace.  This will be matched by our Canadian 
government to become $1330.00 for this very worthy cause. 
 
Thank you to the students and families for all your support over these past few months with our social justice projects: our 
3rd Annual Cake Auction support displaced Rohingya Muslims; homeroom classes donating items for the Muskoka 
Shoebox Project and women in crisis; along with various food drives and our Red and Black Day in support of 
Remembrance Day to recognize those serving and veteran members of the military. 
 
“Homeless  for  a  cause: 10  years  of  Teen  Homeless Night”  by Ashley  Fortin 
 

Have you ever seen a homeless person on the street, only to walk or drive past 
and think “what can I do, I’m only one person?”  Would you help a homeless person in 
your community, if only just for a meal? Students at St. Dominic Catholic Secondary 
School (DOM) in Bracebridge had the chance to empathize with the homeless in their 
community by participating in the 10th Annual Teen Homeless Night on October 19th, 
2017.  

Teen Homeless Night is a St. Dominic tradition. Every October, students sleep in 
cardboard boxes among their peers. This year alone, 35 students participated in Teen 
Homeless Night, while around 200 to 300 have participated over the course of the ten 
years. 

Participants get the partial experience of being homeless beginning in a mock soup 
kitchen, where each student receives a cup of soup and a croissant. Students then create their 
shelter out of cardboard boxes and tarps. They participate in games, along with reflections - 
many students expressed thanks for all their blessings, including shelter.  
             The event began in 2007, when Lisa Theriault, a teacher at St. Dominic’s, and a small 
group of students wanted to raise awareness for the cause. Reflecting on the past 10 years, 
Ms.Theriault reminisces, “We came upon this idea and it has been going ever since. Including 
myself, there were 21 who spent the night outside the first year. This year we had over 35 
participants.”  

This eye-opening event is thoroughly appreciated by the students, with many coming back each year. Grade 11 
student, Somer G. has participated in Teen Homeless Night since her first year of high school, and looks upon the 
experience highly, “When I was in Grade 9, I was asked if I would be interested in joining Teen Homeless. I said yes and it 
honestly showed me first hand what it's like, but not on the scale that they [the homeless]  have to be out there for. I've done 
it every year and plan on doing it again one last time for my final year at St. Dominic.” Teen Homeless Night has 



consistently been a fantastic experience for participants Ms. Theriault comments, “They [students] always say that it is a 
difficult but good experience overall. It is hard to be without the stuff you usually have, even for just a night.” 

The money raised from this tradition goes to a Bracebridge program, Out of the Cold. In the past 10 years, 
approximately $10,000 has been raised for this program, with $1,000 of that being donated this year alone - with some funds 
still to come in. All money raised goes to help the program provide food for the struggling and homeless in the Bracebridge 
community. 

Although only a yearly tradition for the students of St.Dominic’s, homelessness is a constant struggle for those not 
only in our community - but throughout the global community. Ms.Theriault hopes, “that students walk away with gratitude 
for what they have and a sense of duty for the less fortunate. We have so many blessings, it is important that we do the best 
we can to share those blessings with others.”  
 

“People who are homeless are not social inadequates. They are people without homes.”  
-- Sheila McKechnie 

 
 
ST. DOMINIC MISSION TRIP 
 
St. Dominic recently announced our staff leading the 
2018-19 Mission Team. Staff leaders will include Mrs. 
Starratt, Ms. Vandenberg, Mr. Downey and Mr. Strong. 
The destination has not been confirmed but possible 
locations include Tanzania, Kenya or Ethiopia.  
 
St. Dominic has once again partnered with Me to We 
and EF tours to offer this once in a lifetime experience. 
The selected students will have the opportunity to earn 
three credits while preparing for and participating in 
this amazing travel and leadership adventure.  
 
 Students interested in joining the mission trip must 
formally apply this December to be considered for the 
trip.  The school will be helping reduce student costs 
through fundraising, so students will be required to 
help participate in these initiatives over the coming months as part of their commitment to the trip.  Watch for meetings 
and fundraising opportunities in the near future!  If you are interested in supporting or sponsoring students, please contact 
the school (705) 646-8772. 
 
ST. DOMINIC RECOGNIZES THEIR ATHLETES (GIRLS BASKETBALL SEASON/RESULTS) 
 
“Leaving it Out There” by Kayla McBride 
 
Before a big game, regardless of the sport, it is not uncommon to 
hear a coach say these keywords. ‘Leave it all out there’. 
Regardless of the win or loss to follow, these words inspire 
athletes to work their hardest and put everything they have into 
this one game. This may sound easier than it is. Allowing yourself 
to push past what you thought was possible and to let things just 
slide can be exhausting or even frustrating, but the thrill you 
recieve knowing you did your best is ireplacable.  
 
At St. Dominics C.S.S. we know what it is like to leave it all out 
there. As the semester reaches its halfway mark, the sports 
seasons are beginning to change marking the end of Girls 
Basketball. This team had a record breaking season finishing with 
7 wins and only 3 losses. They placed second place in MPS 
(Muskoka Parry Sound) and competed in the GBSSA (Georgian 
Bay Secondary School Association) finals.  
 
These twelve girls redefined what it means to be a team. Not only did they work together to defeat rival schools and close 
usually large score gaps, they supported each other. They gave pep-talks before games, during game and after games. In 
practice, teammates consistently made it a habit to go step by step to explain plays and insure everyone felt comfortable 
with what they were able to do. This kind of teamwork is rare.  
 
It was evident at the end of every game that these girls gave it all they could leaving exhausted but always proud of what 
they had achieved. The team wishes to thank their coaching staff (Mrs. Starratt, Ms. Cox and Fr. Roy) for guiding them to a 
victorious season and teaching them sportsmanship wins the more games than skill alone. Congratulations to these record 
breaking, pep-talk loving, hard working girls who we know, left it all out on the court.  
 

 “Never give up until you have given out all your best.  
It’s better to fail trying than wondering what could have happened if you tried” (Unkown) 

 
 



ROBOTICS TEAM 
 
St.Dominic is happy to announce the start of a Robotics Team. The Robotics team began work on a Vex Robot this 
November.  Students and staff are very excited to experience the learning gained through the robotics program. As the Vex 
mission states, “the world faces an unprecedented need for new innovators, thinkers, and problem solving leaders.” 
 
Students will use Vex Robotics equipment and tools to design, build and program a robot capable of executing a series of 
complex tasks. After students will be invited to participate in an SMCDSB-sponsored competition during second semester.  
 
Learn more about Vex Robotics online at vexrobotics.com. Keep track of the the St.Doms Robotics team’s progress online at 
robotics.stdoms.ca.  

 
YEARBOOK 
Keep your memories of this school year along with highlights of school events and classmates by buying a 2017-18 yearbook 
that has been assembled by our school’s Yearbook course participants and published by LifeTouch Photographers. 
Yearbooks on sale online now. Full colour yearbooks cost: 

● Softcover = $35 
● Hardcover = $40 

To purchase your yearbook online, visit www.ybpay.lifetouch.ca (St. Dominic access code #12679418). Yearbook sales will 
also take place in the school’s front foyer during 2nd semester. See Ms. Kidd for more details. 
 
TERRY FOX LIVES AT ST. DOMINIC  
 
St. Dominic continues to support fundraising for Terry Fox. This year we 
celebrated our 15th Annual Run with a banner to show our commitment and 
pride in participating every year to help raise money for research. 
 
ST. DOMINIC STUDENT ACHIEVES SUCCESS AT THE ROYAL WINTER 
FAIR (Submitted by Michelle Hodgkinson) 
 
Nathan (along with the rest of his family) has been busy at the Royal Winter 
Fair. Early mornings volunteering at the DRCBA club booth while 4,682 parents 
and kids passed by and asked questions and petted his rabbits while he patiently 
indulged them all, was followed by staying to help set-up the show tables for the next 
day’s DRCBA Rabbit Show  
 
His day was spent dashing between both the big open show (over 600 rabbits and 41 
breeds represented) with people coming from all over Canada and the US for this 
prestigious show and the 4H Youth Show that had almost 200 youth from 
across Ontario showing off their rabbits, knowledge and handling skills. 
 
He has worked hard the last 4 years to raise and preserve a critically endangered rare 
heritage breed - the American Sable. He is one of only three breeders in all of Canada 
with only about 400 pure and fully pedigreed American Sables left in all of North 
America -- he owns about 20 of them after starting with one buck and 2 does 4 years ago. 
All his hard work paid off! He 
achieved a personal best with a “Grand Champion” and “Reserve Grand Champion” 
placing for his breed in the open show and multiple top 10 placings in the 4H Youth 
Show in showmanship, judging and breed standard classes! 
 
All in all a very good weekend. 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
It is that time of year again!   When buses are not running, the school will remain open.  Notification of bus cancellations 
will be reported to the local radio station FM 99.5 in Bracebridge / FM 105.5 in Huntsville / FM 103.3 in Parry Sound. 
Students will be responsible for their own transportation to and from school on these days.  
 
Students are also reminded to check teacher’s Google Classrooms for agendas, assignments and lessons during the school 
day using their Chromebooks to connect with their teachers. 
 
GRADE 10 - ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL LITERACY TEST (OSSLT) 
 
This year the OSSLT is April 10th, 2018. This provincially mandated test will be given to all the Grade 10 
students and to any student who did not write it in the past. This very important test is a diploma 

http://www.ybpay.lifetouch.ca/


requirement. Please ensure that any appointments and vacations are not scheduled on these dates.  This will be a modified 
day for all other students who are not writing the OSSLT. 
 
HOCKEY CANADA SKILLS ACADEMY  

The second class of our HCSA is off to a great start. We have 20 grade nine/ten/eleven student-hockey 
players plus a coop student assisting with facilitating the program. All of the students continue to make a 
determined effort and have demonstrated significant improvement in their skating, puck handling and 
passing skills. The group had a very enjoyable field trip, attending an OHL game in Mississauga between the 
Mississauga Steelheads and the Erie Otters. The group is also planning on a visit to the Hockey Hall of Fame 
in January.   Students in who are currently in grade 9/10/11 may continue to be enrolled in HCSA during 
2018-2019. 

EXAMINATIONS - EXAMS AND OTHER SUMMATIVE EVALUATIONS 
 
1st Semester Final Exams are January 25-January 31/ 2017. These dates include In-Class 
Exams as well.  Full attendance during exams is essential to your child's success.  The 
week prior to exams many classes have additional in-class exam components, in which 
attendance is also mandatory.  
The last 3 weeks of most courses is designated to completing Course Culminating Tasks 
(CCT’s).  The summative mark in each course, consisting of the CCT assignment and 
final exams constitute 30% of your child's mark in each course.  It is imperative that your 
child be in full attendance during these busy times.  
Dates for both additional in-class exam components (for Gr. 9 students this includes the Math EQAO) and final exams will 
not be rescheduled.  Please do not book vacations, plan to attend tournaments, have job commitments, etc. during this time. 
A mark of zero may be assigned if your child does not attend on the date of their scheduled exam or additional in-class exam 
component.  Should a major medical illness arise please contact the main office.  A Doctor's note indicating the medical 
emergency and the impossibility to complete the exam on the scheduled date may be  required, or a mark of zero may be 
assigned.  In most cases CCT dates in the last 3 weeks of the course will not be rescheduled.  Please ensure that you are 
contacting both the teacher and the Main Office prior to absences during this time.  
Your child's success is our priority, and we want to ensure your child has every opportunity to be successful not only 
throughout the semester, but also during the essential summative evaluations in the final weeks of each semester.  Thank 
you for your co-operation. 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS  
 
GRADE 9s – Did you know that you can start collecting your hours as of July 1-2017? 
Students are reminded to complete their 40 hours of community service as it is a Secondary School 
Diploma requirement. A good rule of thumb is to complete 10 hours for each year of high school. 
Remember to keep track of hours on the Community Service Tracking Sheet located in the Guidance 
office (and online via our website) and submit these forms as hours are completed.  

 
VACCINE INFORMATION 
 
The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit is required to keep up to date immunization records for all students who attend 
elementary or secondary school in the County of Simcoe and the District of Muskoka. Parents are responsible for reporting 
immunizations to the health unit each time their child receives a vaccine from their health care provider. 
The immunizations that the health unit requires records for include: diphtheria, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps, rubella, 
meningococcal, pertussis and varicella (chickenpox) for those born in 2010 or later.  
 It’s easier than ever to update your child’s immunization status. Just go to www.smdhu.org/immsonline  to update your 
child’s record yourself, or call Health Connection at 705-721-7520 or 1-877-721-7520 (toll free). You work hard everyday to 
make sure your kids are healthy and happy. Let us help out with the healthy part! 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
January  

- 8th Student return back to school 
- 19th Civvies Day 
- 25th Exams Begin 

February 
➔ 5th Students return for Semester 2 Startup 
➔ 13th Shrove Tuesday 
➔ 14th Ash Wednesday 
➔ 15th Semester 1 final Reports Sent home 
➔ 23rd Civvies Day 

March 
❏ 8th - Early Communication Letters Sent home 
❏ 10th-18th MArch Break 
❏ 22nd Parent/Student/Teacher Conference Night 
❏ 23rd Civvies Day 

April 
➢ 10th  Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) - MODIFIED DAY 

 
 



 

SPREAD THE WORD  

We want all of our parents to become ambassadors for our great school. Tell your friends and neighbours to come and see 
what St. Dominic has to offer. Even though our values are based on Catholic traditions,  

we welcome ALL students who are on a faith journey.  
Please spread the word that EVERYONE is welcome at St. Dominic! 

 
We are inviting all Grade 7 & 8 students from Bracebridge, Gravenhurst, Huntsville, Parry Sound and the surrounding 

areas to visit our school.  
 

New families can visit our school homepage (stdoms.ca) or  
click on this link to complete our Student Registration form 

 
Feel the difference and Share the experience. 

For more information, please call Student Services at: 705-646-8772 extension 306. 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7UwYM4BEe6oYlk2TVdUaVR1cEY5ZGwwNDAyaUIxVThjUU5B/view?usp=sharing

